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artifices, as yon explain them, that helped i^
introduce it."
Then, again, there is the system of elision,
that other device giving variation to the line,
Dr. Bridges reminds us that elisions were more
common in Shakespeare than in Milton, who
only used four, " He allowed/5 says Dr.
Bridges, " that all open vowels may be elided,
whether long, short, double, or combined, and
whether both the vowels be in the same word,
or divided between two ; and H is no letter."
But see the variation and the atmosphere
that this gives : in such a line as
" Above th.5 Aonian mount while it pursues "
the pretendedly elided E before Aonian gives a
feeling of space and the enormous airs of
heaven. . . * All elision is only play, it is only
a device to give variety.
But, to continue with Dr. Bridges' state-
ment : " The Second Rule, pure R, the first
may be elided, as in the words nectarous,
weltering, suffering, glimmering, etc,, mineral,
general, several, every, artillery, desperate^
deliberate, emperor, amorous, timorous, tor-
turer, disfiguring, measuring, etc." This again
gives variety; that pretendedly elided vowel